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About Simply London –
London relocation agency

Who we are
Simply London is the leading relocation agency for 
families moving from abroad to London.

3

We have already helped more than 300 families find schools and housing 
in London.

Track record

Our relocation services cover everything a family might need when 
moving to London: housing, schooling, settling-in, moving.

Family Relocation Services
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London schools: state vs. private

Main features of state and private schools:

State schools are free

Private schools are fee-paying

Note: “Public Schools” in the UK are 
actually private schools!

State schools follow the 
British national curriculum

Private schools do not have 
to follow the British 
national curriculum

All children living in England 
between the ages of 5 and 16
are entitled to free education. 

Private schools do not have to 
provide places to children.
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Challenges when applying for 
state schools in London

More applications than places
in most London state schools

No obligation to offer places 
for families living nearby

No guarantee of a place 
in a specific state school
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Some (hopefully reassuring) statistics 
on State Schools in London…

1814

518

Primary Secondary

Number of state 
schools in London

Good or 
Outstanding

94%

Others
6%

Primary state 
schools

Good or 
Outstanding

87%

Others
13%

Secondary state 
schools

Source: Department for Education
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School Years in the State School system

• All boys and girls living lawfully in the UK have to be 
in school by their 5th birthday.

• This usually means that they start in the September 
following their 4th birthday.

• At this stage they are joining Primary Education, the 
first year of which is known as Reception. 

• The age of the child is calculated based on their age 
on the 1st of September each year.
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How are places allocated in state schools?

State schools criteria prioritise children:

• who are in specific economic / social conditions
• who have a parent working at the school
• who have a brother or sister at the school already
• who live close to the school
• from a particular religion (for faith schools)

State Schools are not academically selective, except 
for Grammar Schools (secondary).
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What is a catchment area?

• A straight line distance catchment is a circular catchment area around a 
school that changes each year. The size of the circle is determined by how far 
away the last child offered a place that year lived from the school.

• The distance calculation can happen in a number of different ways:
• Often it’s just based on how far away they live as measured in a

straight line  
• Sometimes it’s measured by walking distance
• Sometimes schools prioritise children for whom the school is 

their nearest school

• Being in a catchment area does not guarantee a place – it simply 
increases your chances.
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How to apply for state schools

1) Check your local Borough’s website section on school applications.

2) Apply with the local Borough – online or with a paper form.

3) You will be asked to include a proof of a permanent address – such as a 
tenancy agreement copy.

4) When you fill in the form (online or on paper) you will be asked to list 
the schools you’re applying for in order of preference (up to 6).

5) You might also be asked to include a proof that your children are in 
the UK, such as a flight ticket copy.

Exceptions exist: for some faith schools (with a religious character, such 
as Church of England schools) where direct applications might be possible 
– always check the school’s website first.
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When to apply for state schools

For a September start in Reception (4-5 year old) and Year 7 (11-12 year old) 
you should ideally apply for
• Primary: for a reception place, by 15 January preceding September
• Secondary: for a Year 7 place, by 31 October of the year before

Councils will send offers of school places for September by:
• 16 April for primary schools (Reception)
• 1 March for secondary  schools (Year 7)

For all other school years, and all other start dates, you can apply anytime, 
but you cannot apply in advance.

Remember: most applications can be made anytime with the local Borough, 
as long as you live there already, and can prove it.
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Waiting lists for state schools

The principle: 
• You can join the waiting list for any state school that ranked above the one you have 

been given.
• If a space becomes available at one of your preferred state schools, and your child’s 

name is top of the waiting list, that place will be offered to you. You don’t have to 
accept it!

How to get added onto the waiting list:
• Some authorities will automatically add your child to the waiting list of any school you 

ranked higher than the one you got a place in
• In other areas, you must request for your child to be put on the list – usually by 

informing your local authority. 

How long do you keep being on a waiting list:
• School waiting lists typically remain open until the end of the school year
• But some Boroughs run waiting lists for only one term.
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Advice for those moving 
from overseas to the UK

 For a September school start:
 Apply early July or late August

 If you have children in primary and secondary school: 
 Start with your secondary school search

 If you have children in secondary only:
 Don’t aim only for Grammar schools now, make sure you also aim 
for non-selective state schools

 If you have children only in primary school:
 This is the easiest scenario 

© Simply London 2023



How to research the best state schools
The UK government website has some really good general information about schools: 
https://www.gov.uk/types-of-school

You can find out more by:
1. Visiting the school - most schools have open days 

If you can’t visit the school: check the school’s website

2. Talking to other parents about what they think of the school

If you can’t talk to other parents: check the Ofsted parent view website

3. Reading the school’s most recent Ofsted reports: https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
4. Checking school performance tables: https://www.compare-school-performance.se
rvice.gov.uk/
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How to read an Ofsted report
1) Total number of pupils
This tells you how many children are at the school. 

2) Description of the school
Here you can read about the socio-economic and cultural mix at the school.

3) Inspection judgements
When inspected, the school is given an overall rating: Outstanding, Good, 
Requires Improvement or Inadequate. 
Then you can see the judgment broken down into:
• Quality of education
• Behaviour and attitudes
• Personal development of pupils
• Leadership and management (of the school)

4) What the school needs to do to improve
Reading this gives you an insight into the school’s shortcomings, and you’ll need to 
decide what you can overlook and what is too important to ignore.
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Top areas in and around London 
for state schools – South West London

WimbledonKingston

Richmond
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Top areas in and around London 
for state schools – North London

Barnet

Harrow
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Top areas in and around London 
for state schools – Central London

Hackney
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Top areas in and around London 
for state schools – North East London

Redbridge
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Top areas in and around London 
for state schools – South East London

Bromley
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Additional online resources

• UK government website
https://www.gov.uk/types-of-school

• Ofsted reports: 
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report

• London school atlas: 
https://maps.london.gov.uk/schools/

• Rightmove school checker 
https://www.rightmove.co.uk/schools.html

• Performance tables
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/

• Catchment areas and competition for places: 
https://admissionsday.co.uk/
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Need help now?

Schools Knowledge Base
Free

School Search Service
From £ 1’500

The London knowledge base | All ab
out London | Simply London relocati
on | London's top relocation agency

https://simplylondonrelocation.com/our-reloca
tion-services/relocating-to-london-with-a-famil
y/london-school-search/

Schools Membership
£20 / month

https://simplylondonrelocati
on.com/memberships/
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Any questions? 
Please contact us

Sylvie, Founder and Director
English, French and German fluently spoken. 

Phone: +44 7752 343 787

E-mail: sylvie@simplylondonrelocation.com

Web: www.simplylondonrelocation.com

www.simplylondonrelocation.com

http://www.simplylondonrelocation.com/
https://simplylondonrelocation.com/about-us/
http://www.simplylondonrelocation.com/
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