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This quick guide aims 

to give you an 

overview of the 

English state school 

systems in London 

from the ages of 4/5 

to 15/16 years old: 

what your choices are 

as well as how and 

when to apply.
If you live in London with children, or are 
planning to, especially school age children 
(4 years old upwards), pre-planning in order 
to secure the school(s) of your choice is 
essential. 

This guide covers primary and secondary 
state schools in London.

Please note we do not deal with Grammar 
Schools in this Guide.

At the end of this guide you will find a useful 
glossary of terms relating to schools and 
schooling in the UK. School terminology can 
be a little confusing so it may be handy to 
refer to this as you read through.

Disclaimer:
The content of this guide is provided for general 
information purposes only, and does not constitute 
advice on which you should rely. We make 
reasonable efforts to ensure that the content of 
this guide is accurate, and up-to-date.  We do 
not, however, make any representations, 
warranties or guarantees (whether express or 
implied) that the content is complete, accurate, or 
up-to-date.
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British State Education 
System 

Background Information



In the United Kingdom, state schools 

catering for 4 to 18 year-olds are either 

funded by central or by local government,

State Schools are free for all pupils. 

There are a number of different types of 

State School including Academies, Free 

Schools, Foundation Schools and more. Please 

see our Glossary for further information.

In most cases, State Schools are co-

educational or mixed (meaning that they 

accept and teach boys and girls together for 

most subjects) but you will still find a few that 

are co-educational or single sex (girls only or 

boys only). 

Why are state schools so popular in London?

1. State schools are a great option for families

looking for a good education standard, at

no cost.

2. Many of these state schools offer excellent

education with high academic levels, which

can be just as good as private schools.

State 
Schools
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The table below provides a summary 

of the terms and the ages in the State 

School system.

The age of the child is calculated 

based on their age on the 1st of 

September each year.

The stages of 
State School 

Education

National
Curriculum Age Years State Schools

Foundation
Stage

3-4 Nursery Nursery School

4-5 Reception

Infant
School

Primary
School

First
School

Key Stage  1
5-6 Year 1

6-7 Year 2

Key Stage  2

7-8 Year 3

Junior
School

8-9 Year 4

9-10 Year 5

Middle
School

10-11 Year 6

Key Stage  3

11-12 Year 7

Secondary
School or

High School

Secondary
School with
Sixth Form

12-13 Year 8

13-14 Year 9

Upper
School

Key Stage  4
GCSE

14-15 Year 10

15-16 Year 11

Key Stage  5
Sixth form 16-17 Year 12

(Lower Sixth)
Sixth

 Form/FE

A-level,
International 

Baccalaureate
17-18 Year 13 

(Upper Sixth)
College
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Schools quality Schools quality

There are over 2,500 primary and secondary 

state schools in London. They can vary in terms 

of the standard of education and the quality of 

the facilities they offer. 

However, a great majority of State schools in 

London are "good" or "outstanding" according 

to the inspection authorities, called Ofsted.

The majority of children in the UK attend State 

Schools within the Borough in which they live, 

and competition for the outstanding schools 

can be intense. 

It is common for families to move house to 

ensure that they live close enough to a preferred 

school to gain a place. 
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As a rule, State Schools have class sizes 

between 20 and 30 pupils.

Most schools have an obligatory uniform. 

Sixth Forms pupils are often allowed greater 

flexibility in what they wear.

The school day usually runs between 

08:30/09:00 and 15:30/16:00, although this can 

vary by school type and pupil age. 

In England the school or academic year runs 

from September to July and comprises three 

terms, roughly: 

1. Autumn (September-December),

2. Spring (January-March/April)

3. Summer (April-July)

In the majority of schools, each term is divided 

in two with a short ‘half term’ holiday.

Practical
information

Class sizes

School uniform

The School Day & Year
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The Government’s National Curriculum 

provides a framework for education between 

the ages of 5-18 that is followed by most 

State Schools. 

The National Curriculum is divided into 

blocks of years called ‘Key Stages’ (KS). At the 

end of each key stage, your child’s attainment 

will be formally assessed to measure his or her 

progress.

State Academies do not have to follow the 

National Curriculum, but they must teach a 

broad and balanced curriculum and are 

subject to inspections to ensure that 

standards are met.

Curriculum
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All boys and girls living lawfully in the UK have to 

be in school by their 5th birthday. 

This usually means that they start in the 

September following their 4th birthday. 

At this stage they are joining Primary Education, 

the first year of which is known as Reception. Prior 

to this, children can attend nursery or pre-school, 

but this is not obligatory.

Leaving

In England those born on or after 1 September 

1997 must stay in some form of education or 

training until their 18th birthday, i.e.

• full-time education - school or college

• an apprenticeship or traineeship

• part-time education or training - as well

as being employed, self-employed or 

volunteering for 20 hours or more a week

School ages Joining
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At 15/16 years old (end of Year 11) most 

pupils across England sit GCSE exams 

(General Certificate of Secondary Education) 

in a number of subjects (usually 8-10) including 

Maths, English and Science.

Pupils who continue in academic education 

to age 17/18 will either sit A Levels (usually 

in 3 or 4 subjects) or the International 

Baccalaureate Diploma (which is usually 

taught in private schools), depending upon 

the school or sixth form college and the 

options available. 

GCSEs, A Levels
and the 

International 
Baccalaureate
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London State Schools
Which schools?



State Primary (ages 4/5 to 10/11 years) 

education in London is excellent across 

a number of Boroughs, however competition 

for places is high. Factors such as the 

distance you live from the school and whether 

a school is a faith school will be important. It 

is therefore essential to check the admissions 

criteria for each school and assess whether 

your chances are realistic.

State Secondary Schools (ages 11 to 16+ 

years) in London vary but some are excellent. 

The following State Grammar Schools also 

perform extremely well: 

• Tiffin Girls’ School (Kingston-upon-Thames)

• Tiffin Boys’ School (Kingston-upon-Thames)

• Henrietta Barnet School (Barnet, North

London).

Please note that Grammar Schools are 
selective, whereas all other State Schools 
are not.

Where in 
London ?
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A fantastic location for affordable rents, 
great multicultural communities and all 
amenities one can dream of

8. Wandsworth

 nother favourite of British families 
looking for more space when expanding 
their family size. Great access to Central 

London, more affordable rents. A good 
first step when exiting the urban 
life.ocate Wandsworth on Google maps

9. Harrow

Famous for some of the school carrying 
its name, Harrow also offers excellent 
access to Central London and a very 
strong community feel.

Locate Barnet on Google maps

Average house price, £970,800; 
average rental price per week £404.

A definite favourite amongst 
expatriate families for its amenities, 
excellent schools, Thames river 
access, great access to central 
London.

Locate Richmond on Google maps

Average house price, £2,196,000; 
average rental price per week £881

Definitely not the cheapest area in 
London. If you can afford it, great 
shopping, museums, and restaurants 
await you.

Locate Kensington & Chelsea on 
Google maps

Average house price, £470,300; 
average rental price per week £360. 
on the Eastern side of London, 
Redbridge offers families huge 
amounts of space – inside as 
properties start to get much bigger as 
in more central areas, and outside, 
with parks located on every corner of 
the Borough. Definitely a keeper.

Locate Redbridge on Google maps

Average house price, £1,646,250; 
average rental price per week £727

State schools are not what you think 
of first when thinking about 
Westminster, but their state schools 
are amongst the best in London – so it 
isn’t just about private schools here.

Locate Westminster on Google maps

Average house price,£728,000; 
average rental price per week £504.

A fantastic location for affordable 
rents, great multicultural communities 
and all amenities one can dream of.

Locate Ealing on Google maps

Average house price, £777,400; 
average rental price per week £442

Another favourite of British families 
looking for more space when 
expanding their family size. Great 
access to Central London, more 
affordable rents. A good first step 
when exiting the urban life.

Locate Wandsworth on Google maps

Average house price, £505,795; 
average rental price per week £408.

Famous for some of the school 
carrying its name, Harrow also offers 
excellent access to Central London 
and a very strong community feel.

Locate Harrow on Google maps

Where in 
London ?

These boroughs are top of the class when it 
comes to good passes at GCSE in English 
and maths, based on state and grammar 
schools. 

1. Kingston & Sutton

A favourite amongst British families looking 
to settle slightly outside of London, whilst 
staying within easy reach.

2. Barnet

Barnet is an absolute favourite for families 
looking to live in larger houses with gardens, 
whilst keeping a public transport access to 
Central London.

3. Richmond

A definite favourite amongst expatriate 
families for its amenities, excellent schools, 
Thames river access, great & fast access to 
central London

4. Kensington and Chelsea

Definitely not the cheapest area in London. 
If you can afford it, great shopping, 
museums, and restaurants await you.

5. Redbridge
On the Eastern side of London, Redbridge
offers families huge amounts of space –
inside as properties start to get much
bigger as in more central areas, and
outside, with parks located on every corner
of the Borough. Definitely a keeper.
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6. Westminster

State schools are not what you think of 
first when thinking about Westminster, 
but their state schools are amongst the 
best in London – so it isn’t just about 
private schools here. 

7. Ealing

A fantastic location for affordable rents, 
great multicultural communities and all 
amenities one can dream of.

8. Bromley

Another favourite of British families 
looking for more space when expanding 
their family size. Good access to Central 
London, more affordable rents. A good 
first step when exiting the urban 
life.

9. Harrow

Famous for some of the school carrying 
its name, Harrow also offers excellent 
access to Central London and a very 
strong community feel.

10. Wandsworth
An excellent compromise between the
urban and suburban spirit, with its
amazing parks, river Thames access and
fast access to Central London.

Locate Barnet on Google maps

Average house price, £970,800; 
average rental price per week £404.

A definite favourite amongst 
expatriate families for its amenities, 
excellent schools, Thames river 
access, great access to central 
London.

Locate Richmond on Google maps

Average house price, £2,196,000; 
average rental price per week £881

Definitely not the cheapest area in 
London. If you can afford it, great 
shopping, museums, and restaurants 
await you.

Locate Kensington & Chelsea on 
Google maps

Average house price, £470,300; 
average rental price per week £360. 
on the Eastern side of London, 
Redbridge offers families huge 
amounts of space – inside as 
properties start to get much bigger as 
in more central areas, and outside, 
with parks located on every corner of 
the Borough. Definitely a keeper.

Locate Redbridge on Google maps

Average house price, £1,646,250; 
average rental price per week £727

State schools are not what you think 
of first when thinking about 
Westminster, but their state schools 
are amongst the best in London – so it 
isn’t just about private schools here.

Locate Westminster on Google maps

Average house price,£728,000; 
average rental price per week £504.

A fantastic location for affordable 
rents, great multicultural communities 
and all amenities one can dream of.

Locate Ealing on Google maps

Average house price, £777,400; 
average rental price per week £442

Another favourite of British families 
looking for more space when 
expanding their family size. Great 
access to Central London, more 
affordable rents. A good first step 
when exiting the urban life.

Locate Wandsworth on Google maps

Average house price, £505,795; 
average rental price per week £408.

Famous for some of the school 
carrying its name, Harrow also offers 
excellent access to Central London 
and a very strong community feel.

Locate Harrow on Google maps

Where in 
London ?
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State Schools Inspections 

All schools in the UK have to be regularly 
inspected by a recognized authority.

For State Schools and some Independent 
Schools, Ofsted conducts the inspections, and 
publishes their reports.

In addition, each school publishes their 
latest inspection report on their website.

The overall rating can be:

1. Outstanding

2. Good

3. Requires improvement

4. Inadequate

These inspection reports always contain:
• An overall rating
• A set of sub-ratings
• Comprehensive information about the school,

the inspection, the pupils and the staff.

     We strongly recommend to read the entirety 
of each inspection report, as they provide very 
useful information to prospective parents:

• https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk

Inspection 
Reports
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simplylondonrelocation.com

www.simplylondonrelocation.com/shop 

We answer all your 
questions, help you

choose the best areas
for your lifestyle, and
find the best rental

places for your budget.

We also
organise and
accompany
your rental
viewings.

Want to know more about state school applications & 
deadlines? Catchment areas and waiting lists?

He ad  over  t o  o u r  S hop  for  t h e  mo r e  c o m pr e h en s i v e  
v er s i o n  o f  t h i s  g ui d e ,  a n d  ma n y  m o r e  g ui d e s  

w r i t t e n  b y  our  E x p e r t s  to  he l p  y o u  thr o u g h o u t   y o u r  
r e l o ca t ion   to  L ond on.

• G u i d e  t o  L o n d o n  N e i g b o u r h o o d s
• G u i d e  t o  R e n t i n g  i n  L o n d o n
• G u i d e  t o  S e t t l i n g - i n  i n  L o n d o n
• G u i d e   t o   S t a t e   S c h o o l s   i n   L o n d o n

ANY COMMENTS, SUGGESTIONS 
OR FEEDBACK ON THIS GUIDE? 

SEND US A MESSAGE HERE

and many more!

www.simplylondonrelocation.com
https://www.facebook.com/simplylondonrelo/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/simply-london/
https://simplylondonrelocation.com/about-us/your-feedback/
https://simplylondonrelocation.com/shop/
https://simplylondonrelocation.com/shop/
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