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This guide aims to 

give you an overview 

of the English state 

school systems in 

London from the ages 

of 4/5 to 15/16 years 

old: what your choices 

are as well as how 

and when to apply.

If you live in London with children, or 
planning to, especially school age children 
(4 years old upwards), pre-planning in order 
to secure the school(s) of your choice is 
essential. 

If your children are below school age
 (pre-schoolers) it is also helpful to know 
what choices lie ahead and, if you are 
looking for a day nursery, it is often 
advisable to register as far in advance as 
possible. We do not specifically deal with 
pre-school options in this guide but you 
can visit this page to understand when 
school should start for your child.

At the end of this guide you will find a useful 
glossary of terms relating to schools and 
schooling in the UK. School terminology can 
be a little confusing so it may be handy to 
refer to this as you read through.

Disclaimer:
The content of this guide is provided for general 
information purposes only, and does not constitute 
advice on which you should rely. We make 
reasonable efforts to ensure that the content of 
this guide is accurate, and up-to-date.  We do 
not, however, make any representations, 
warranties or guarantees (whether express or 
implied) that the content is complete, accurate, or 
up-to-date.
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British State Education 
System 

Background Information



In the United Kingdom, state schools 

catering for 4 to 18 year-olds are either 

funded by central or by local government,

State Schools are free for all pupils. 

There are a number of different types of 

State School including Academies, Free 

Schools, Foundation Schools and more. Please 

see our Glossary for further information.

In most cases, State Schools are co-

educational or mixed (meaning that they 

accept and teach boys and girls together for 

most subjects) but you will still find a dew that 

are co-educational or single sex (girls only or 

boys only). 

Why are state schools so popular in London?

1. State schools are a great option for families 

looking for a good education standard, at 

no cost.

2. Many of these state schools offer excellent 

education with high academic levels, which 

can be just as good as private schools.

State 
schools
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The table below provides a summary 

of the terms and the ages in the State 

School system.

The age of the child is calculated 

based on their age on the 1st of 

September each year.

The stages of 
State School 

Education

National
Curriculum Age Years State Schools

Foundation
Stage

3-4 Nursery Nursery School

4-5 Reception

Infant
School

Primary
School

First
School

Key Stage  1
5-6 Year 1

6-7 Year 2

Key Stage  2

7-8 Year 3

Junior
School

8-9 Year 4

9-10 Year 5

Middle
School

10-11 Year 6

Key Stage  3

11-12 Year 7

Secondary
School or

High School

Secondary
School with
Sixth Form

12-13 Year 8

13-14 Year 9

Upper
School

Key Stage  4
GCSE

14-15 Year 10

15-16 Year 11

Key Stage  5
Sixth form 16-17 Year 12

(Lower Sixth)
Sixth

 Form/FE

A-level,
International 

Baccalaureate
17-18 Year 13 

(Upper Sixth)
College
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Schools quality Schools quality

There are over 2,500 primary and secondary 

state schools in London. They can vary in terms 

of the standard of education and the quality of 

the facilities they offer. 

However, a great majority of State schools in 

London are "good" or "outstanding" according 

to the inspection authorities, called Ofsted.

The majority of children in the UK attend State 

Schools within the Borough in which they live, 

and competition for the outstanding schools 

can be intense. 

It is common for families to move house to 

ensure that they live close enough to a preferred 

school to gain a place. 
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As a rule, State Schools have class sizes 

between 20 and 30 pupils.

Most schools have an obligatory uniform. 

Sixth Forms pupils are often allowed greater 

flexibility in what they wear.

The school day usually runs between 

08:30/09:00 and 15:30/16:00, although this can 

vary by school type and pupil age. 

In England the school or academic year runs 

from September to July and comprises three 

terms, roughly: 

1. Autumn (September-December),

2. Spring (January-March/April)

3. Summer (April-July)

In the majority of schools, each term is divided 

in two with a short ‘half term’ holiday.

Practical
information

Class sizes

School uniform

The School Day & Year
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The Government’s National Curriculum 

provides a framework for education between 

the ages of 5-18 that is followed by most 

State Schools. 

The National Curriculum is divided into 

blocks of years called ‘Key Stages’ (KS). At the 

end of each key stage, your child’s attainment 

will be formally assessed to measure his or her 

progress.

State Academies do not have to follow the 

National Curriculum, but they must teach a 

broad and balanced curriculum and are 

subject to inspections to ensure that 

standards are met.

Curriculum
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All boys and girls living lawfully in the UK have to 

be in school by their 5th birthday. 

This usually means that they start in the 

September following their 4th birthday. 

At this stage they are joining Primary Education, 

the first year of which is known as Reception. Prior 

to this, children can attend nursery or pre-school, 

but this is not obligatory.

Leaving

In England those born on or after 1 September 

1997 must stay in some form of education or 

training until their 18th birthday, i.e.

• full-time education - school or college

• an apprenticeship or traineeship

• part-time education or training - as well

as being employed, self-employed or 

volunteering for 20 hours or more a week

School ages Joining
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At 15/16 years old (end of Year 11) most 

pupils across England sit GCSE exams 

(General Certificate of Secondary Education) 

in a number of subjects (usually 8-10) including 

Maths, English and Science.

Pupils who continue in academic education 

to age 17/18 will either sit A Levels (usually 

in 3 or 4 subjects) or the International 

Baccalaureate Diploma (which is usually 

taught in private schools), depending upon 

the school or sixth form college and the 

options available. 

GCSEs, A Levels
and the 

International 
Baccalaureate
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London State Schools
Which schools?



State Primary (ages 4/5 to 10/11 years) 

education in London is excellent across 

a number of Boroughs, however competition 

for places is high. Factors such as the 

distance you live from the school and whether 

a school is a faith school will be important. It 

is therefore essential to check the admissions 

criteria for each school and assess whether 

your chances are realistic.

State Secondary Schools (ages 11 to 16+ 

years) in London vary but some are excellent. 

The following State Grammar Schools also 

perform extremely well: 

• Tiffin Girls’ School (Kingston-upon-Thames)

• Tiffin Boys’ School (Kingston-upon-Thames)

• Henrietta Barnet School (Barnet, North

London).

Please note that Grammar Schools 
are selective, whereas all other 
State Schools are not.

Where in 
London ?
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A fantastic location for affordable rents, 
great multicultural communities and all 
amenities one can dream of

8. Wandsworth

 nother favourite of British families 
looking for more space when expanding 
their family size. Great access to Central 

London, more affordable rents. A good 
first step when exiting the urban 
life.ocate Wandsworth on Google maps

9. Harrow

Famous for some of the school carrying 
its name, Harrow also offers excellent 
access to Central London and a very 
strong community feel.

Locate Barnet on Google maps

Average house price, £970,800; 
average rental price per week £404.

A definite favourite amongst 
expatriate families for its amenities, 
excellent schools, Thames river 
access, great access to central 
London.

Locate Richmond on Google maps

Average house price, £2,196,000; 
average rental price per week £881

Definitely not the cheapest area in 
London. If you can afford it, great 
shopping, museums, and restaurants 
await you.

Locate Kensington & Chelsea on 
Google maps

Average house price, £470,300; 
average rental price per week £360. 
on the Eastern side of London, 
Redbridge offers families huge 
amounts of space – inside as 
properties start to get much bigger as 
in more central areas, and outside, 
with parks located on every corner of 
the Borough. Definitely a keeper.

Locate Redbridge on Google maps

Average house price, £1,646,250; 
average rental price per week £727

State schools are not what you think 
of first when thinking about 
Westminster, but their state schools 
are amongst the best in London – so it 
isn’t just about private schools here.

Locate Westminster on Google maps

Average house price,£728,000; 
average rental price per week £504.

A fantastic location for affordable 
rents, great multicultural communities 
and all amenities one can dream of.

Locate Ealing on Google maps

Average house price, £777,400; 
average rental price per week £442

Another favourite of British families 
looking for more space when 
expanding their family size. Great 
access to Central London, more 
affordable rents. A good first step 
when exiting the urban life.

Locate Wandsworth on Google maps

Average house price, £505,795; 
average rental price per week £408.

Famous for some of the school 
carrying its name, Harrow also offers 
excellent access to Central London 
and a very strong community feel.

Locate Harrow on Google maps

Where in 
London ?

These boroughs are top of the class when it 
comes to good passes at GCSE in English 
and maths, based on state and grammar 
schools. 

1. Kingston & Sutton

A favourite amongst British families looking 
to settle slightly outside of London, whilst 
staying within easy reach.

2. Barnet

Barnet is an absolute favourite for families 
looking to live in larger houses with gardens, 
whilst keeping a public transport access to 
Central London.

3. Richmond

A definite favourite amongst expatriate 
families for its amenities, excellent schools, 
Thames river access, great & fast access to 
central London

4. Kensington and Chelsea

Definitely not the cheapest area in London. 
If you can afford it, great shopping, 
museums, and restaurants await you.

5. Redbridge
On the Eastern side of London, Redbridge
offers families huge amounts of space –
inside as properties start to get much
bigger as in more central areas, and
outside, with parks located on every corner
of the Borough. Definitely a keeper.

©SIMPLEMENT LONDRES LTD 2022 – ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

simplylondonrelocation.com I 13

www.simplylondonrelocation.com


6. Westminster

State schools are not what you think of 
first when thinking about Westminster, 
but their state schools are amongst the 
best in London – so it isn’t just about 
private schools here. 

7. Ealing

A fantastic location for affordable rents, 
great multicultural communities and all 
amenities one can dream of.

8. Bromley

Another favourite of British families 
looking for more space when expanding 
their family size. Good access to Central 
London, more affordable rents. A good 
first step when exiting the urban 
life.

9. Harrow

Famous for some of the school carrying 
its name, Harrow also offers excellent 
access to Central London and a very 
strong community feel.

10. Wandsworth
An excellent compromise between the
urban and suburban spirit, with its
amazing parks, river Thames access and
fast access to Central London.

Locate Barnet on Google maps

Average house price, £970,800; 
average rental price per week £404.

A definite favourite amongst 
expatriate families for its amenities, 
excellent schools, Thames river 
access, great access to central 
London.

Locate Richmond on Google maps

Average house price, £2,196,000; 
average rental price per week £881

Definitely not the cheapest area in 
London. If you can afford it, great 
shopping, museums, and restaurants 
await you.

Locate Kensington & Chelsea on 
Google maps

Average house price, £470,300; 
average rental price per week £360. 
on the Eastern side of London, 
Redbridge offers families huge 
amounts of space – inside as 
properties start to get much bigger as 
in more central areas, and outside, 
with parks located on every corner of 
the Borough. Definitely a keeper.

Locate Redbridge on Google maps

Average house price, £1,646,250; 
average rental price per week £727

State schools are not what you think 
of first when thinking about 
Westminster, but their state schools 
are amongst the best in London – so it 
isn’t just about private schools here.

Locate Westminster on Google maps

Average house price,£728,000; 
average rental price per week £504.

A fantastic location for affordable 
rents, great multicultural communities 
and all amenities one can dream of.

Locate Ealing on Google maps

Average house price, £777,400; 
average rental price per week £442

Another favourite of British families 
looking for more space when 
expanding their family size. Great 
access to Central London, more 
affordable rents. A good first step 
when exiting the urban life.

Locate Wandsworth on Google maps

Average house price, £505,795; 
average rental price per week £408.

Famous for some of the school 
carrying its name, Harrow also offers 
excellent access to Central London 
and a very strong community feel.

Locate Harrow on Google maps

Where in 
London ?
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9.

10. Holland Park School (Kensington & 
Chelsea)

 London.

Average house price, £970,800; 
average rental price per week £404.

A definite favourite amongst 
expatriate families for its amenities, 
excellent schools, Thames river 
access, great access to central 
London.

Locate Richmond on Google maps

Average house price, £2,196,000; 
average rental price per week £881

Definitely not the cheapest area in 
London. If you can afford it, great 
shopping, museums, and restaurants 
await you.

Locate Kensington & Chelsea on 
Google maps

Average house price, £470,300; 
average rental price per week £360. 
on the Eastern side of London, 
Redbridge offers families huge 
amounts of space – inside as 
properties start to get much bigger as 
in more central areas, and outside, 
with parks located on every corner of 
the Borough. Definitely a keeper.

Locate Redbridge on Google maps

Average house price, £1,646,250; 
average rental price per week £727

State schools are not what you think 
of first when thinking about 
Westminster, but their state schools 
are amongst the best in London – so it 
isn’t just about private schools here.

Locate Westminster on Google maps

Average house price,£728,000; 
average rental price per week £504.

A fantastic location for affordable 
rents, great multicultural communities 
and all amenities one can dream of.

Locate Ealing on Google maps

Average house price, £777,400; 
average rental price per week £442

Another favourite of British families 
looking for more space when 
expanding their family size. Great 
access to Central London, more 
affordable rents. A good first step 
when exiting the urban life.

Locate Wandsworth on Google maps

Average house price, £505,795; 
average rental price per week £408.

Famous for some of the school 
carrying its name, Harrow also offers 
excellent access to Central London 
and a very strong community feel.

Locate Harrow on Google maps

The top 
primary state 

schools
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Outstanding state schools in London 
certainly aren’t in short supply.
With 342 outstanding, and hundreds of 
good primary state schools in London, 
you won’t struggle to find a state-
funded primary school that scores top 
marks.

Here’s a list of ten of the very best:

1. Fox Primary School (Kensington &
Chelsea)

2. St Joseph’s RC Primary School
(Brent)

3. Thomas Jones Primary School
(Kensington & Chelsea)

4. Bousfield Primary School (Kensington
& Chelsea)

5. The Cathedral School of St Saviour
and St Mary Overy (Southwark)

6. The London Oratory School
(Hammersmith & Fulham)

7. St Peter’s Catholic Primary School
(Greenwich)

8. Sir Willim Burrough Primary School
(Tower Hamlets)

9. St John and St James Church of
England Primary School (Hackney)

10. Paxton Primary School (Lambeth)
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9.

10. Holland Park School (Kensington & 
Chelsea)

 London.

Average house price, £970,800; 
average rental price per week £404.

A definite favourite amongst 
expatriate families for its amenities, 
excellent schools, Thames river 
access, great access to central 
London.

Locate Richmond on Google maps

Average house price, £2,196,000; 
average rental price per week £881

Definitely not the cheapest area in 
London. If you can afford it, great 
shopping, museums, and restaurants 
await you.

Locate Kensington & Chelsea on 
Google maps

Average house price, £470,300; 
average rental price per week £360. 
on the Eastern side of London, 
Redbridge offers families huge 
amounts of space – inside as 
properties start to get much bigger as 
in more central areas, and outside, 
with parks located on every corner of 
the Borough. Definitely a keeper.

Locate Redbridge on Google maps

Average house price, £1,646,250; 
average rental price per week £727

State schools are not what you think 
of first when thinking about 
Westminster, but their state schools 
are amongst the best in London – so it 
isn’t just about private schools here.

Locate Westminster on Google maps

Average house price,£728,000; 
average rental price per week £504.

A fantastic location for affordable 
rents, great multicultural communities 
and all amenities one can dream of.

Locate Ealing on Google maps

Average house price, £777,400; 
average rental price per week £442

Another favourite of British families 
looking for more space when 
expanding their family size. Great 
access to Central London, more 
affordable rents. A good first step 
when exiting the urban life.

Locate Wandsworth on Google maps

Average house price, £505,795; 
average rental price per week £408.

Famous for some of the school 
carrying its name, Harrow also offers 
excellent access to Central London 
and a very strong community feel.

Locate Harrow on Google maps

The top 
secondary 

state schools
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Outstanding state schools in London 

certainly aren’t in short supply. With 

dozens of outstanding and good 

secondary state schools in London, you 

won’t struggle to find a state-funded 

secondary school that scores top marks.

Here’s a list of ten of the very best:

1. Queen Elizabeeth’s School (Barnet)

2. Wilson’s School (Sutton)

3. Henrietta Barnett School (Barnet)

4. Tiffin Girls’ School (Kingston upon

Thames)

5. St Olave’s and St Saviour’s Grammar

School (Bromley)

6. Tiffin School (Kingston upon Thames)

7. Sutton Grammar for Boys (Sutton)

8. Nonsuch High School for Girls

(Sutton)

9. The Latymer School (Enfield)

10. Holland Park School (Kensington &

Chelsea)
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State Schools Inspections 

All schools in the UK have to be regularly 
inspected by a recognized authority.

For State Schools and some Independent 
Schools, Ofsted conducts the inspections, and 
publishes their reports.

In addition, each school publishes their 
latest inspection report on their website.

The overall rating can be:

1. Outstanding

2. Good

3. Requires improvement

4. Inadequate

These inspection reports always contain:
• An overall rating
• A set of sub-ratings
• Comprehensive information about the school,

the inspection, the pupils and the staff.

     We strongly recommend to read the entirety 
of each inspection report, as they provide very 
useful information to prospective parents:

• https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk

Inspection 
Reports
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London State Schools
How to apply



State Schools will only accept applications 

from those who are permanent and lawful 

residents in the UK.

If you have not yet moved to London but know 

which Borough you will be living in, we recommend 

that you contact your local council to ask about 

schools, admissions and availability, as a first 

step.

Challenges when applying for state schools in 

London:

1. No obligation for Boroughs or schools to offer 

places for families living nearby

2. More applications than places in most London 

state schools

3. No guarantee for families of a place in a 

specific state school

How are places allocated in state schools? 

 State schools criteria prioritise children:

1. who are in specific economic and social

conditions

2. who have a parent working at the school

3. who have a brother or sister at the school

already

4. who live close to the school

5. from a particular religion (for faith schools)

General 
application 

process
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The distance between the home and the school is 

measured in a number of different ways:

• Often it’s just based on how far away they live

as measured in a straight line

• Sometimes it’s measured by walking distance

     What is a catchment area?

The catchment area is the area in which pupils who 

have been selected for a school live. It varies for 

each school year, and changes each year depending 

on the available places and applications received.

House prices rise sharply within the narrow 

catchment area of state schools rated "outstanding" 

by Ofsted.

Remember that living in the catchment area of a 

school does not guarantee a place in that state 

school.

Catchment
areas
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How to apply for state schools: a quick guide

1. Check the section on the school's local Borough’s 

website school admissions.

2. Apply with the local Borough – online or with a 

paper form

3. You will be asked to include a proof of a 

permanent address – such as a tenancy agreement 

copy

4. When you fill in the form, you will be asked to list 

the schools you’re applying for in order of 

preference (up to 6, depending on the Borough).

5. You might also be asked to include a proof that 

your children are in the UK, such as a flight ticket 

copy.

Exceptions exist

For some faith schools (with a religious character, 

such as Church of England schools), direct 

applications with the school itself might be possible 

– always check the school’s website first.

Applications
quick guide
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When to apply for state schools

For a September start in Reception (4-5 year old) 

and Year 7 (11-12 year old) you should ideally apply :

• A reception place: by 15 January preceding

September

• A year 7 place: by 31 October of the year before

For all other school years, and all other start dates, 

you can apply anytime, but you cannot apply in 

advance. This will be an in-year application.

Remember: most applications can be made 

anytime with the local Borough, as long as 

you live there permanently, and you can 

prove it.

When to 
apply
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 State Primary Schools

 When to apply for Reception class

The following information applies to entry 

to Reception. Remember that you need to be 

a permanent resident in the UK to apply to 

state schools. Application dates vary by 

authority but the usual timetable for 

Reception entry is to apply between 

September and January prior to the 

September in which your child will start school. 

In the April preceding entry you will receive 

notification of a school place, which must be 

accepted by May.

 When to apply for other school years

You can apply anytime during the school year 

for primary school levels outside of Reception. 

Applications will be called “In-year 

applications”. However remember that you 

cannot apply without a proof of permanent 

residence in the UK.”

 Admission criteria

All schools have admission criteria to

decide which children get places. They vary 

but may include factors such as how close you 

live to the school, your faith, etc. The school's 

local Borough will advise.

Applying for 
State Primary 

schools
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State Secondary Schools 

Children in London State Schools move to 

secondary school in Year 7 at the age of 11/12 

years old. Application is, again, via the school's 

local Borough, and you will need to go 

through a similar process of choosing and 

shortlisting schools. 

Some schools, notably State Grammar 

Schools, are selective, meaning that children 

wishing to enter have to take an entrance 

exam and only those with the highest marks 

are offered places. This exam is called the 11+ 

and is in Maths, English, Non-Verbal Reasoning 

and Verbal Reasoning. 

For non selective secondary schools, criteria 

are often sibling, distance, and sometimes 

some places are allocated on academic 

results and musical aptitude, but that is very 

rare.

Applying for 
State 

Secondary 
schools
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Applications calendar

General picture (exact timings can vary by council)

Applications 
calendar
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 For State Primary schools - reception year   
 ONLY

• September/October : school open days

• October/November : closing date for
applications

• November : aptitude tests, if necessary

• November-February : interviews, if relevant

• February/March : offers for places made

• March-August : offers for places made
from waiting lists

• May/June : appeals heard
(if you are unhappy with a decision you
have the right to appeal)

• September/October : school open days

• January 15th: closing date for application

• April :  offers for places made

• May-August : offers for places made from 
waiting lists

• May/June : appeals heard
(if you are unhappy with a decision you 
have the right to appeal)

 For State Secondary schools - Year 7 ONLY

 For all other school years: apply anytime
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Applications 
links for each 

London 
Borough
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• City of London
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/services/education-and-learning/
schools/starting-school

• City of Westminster

https://www.westminster.gov.uk/children-and-families/education/
school-admissions

• Kensington and Chelsea

https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/children-and-education/school-
admissions

• Hammersmith and Fulham
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/children-and-young-people/schools-and-
colleges/school-admissions

•

children_and_family_care/schools_and_colleges/
school_admissions

•

•

Wandsworth
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/schools-and-admissions/

Lambeth
https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-

admissions-appeals

• Southwark
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/schools-and-education/
school-admissions

• Tower Hamlets
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/

education_and_learning/schools/school_admissions/

school_admissions.aspx

• Hackney
https://education.hackney.gov.uk/section/admissions-and-

transfers

• Islington

https://www.islington.gov.uk/children-and-families/schools/

apply-for-a-school-place

• Camden
https://www.camden.gov.uk/school-admissions

• Brent
https://www.brent.gov.uk/education-schools-and-learning/
school-admissions

• Ealing
https://www.ealing.gov.uk/info/201113/school_admissions

• Hounslow

https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20026/school_admissions

• Richmond upon Thames

https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/
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Applications 
links for each 

London 
Borough

• Kingston upon Thames

https://www.kingston.gov.uk/schools-education

• Merton
https://www.merton.gov.uk/education-and-learning/
schools/admissions

• Sutton
https://www.sutton.gov.uk/school-admissions

• Croydon
https://www.croydon.gov.uk/schools-and-education/schools/

school-admissions

• Bromley
https://www.bromley.gov.uk/info/200086/schools_and_colleges

• Lewisham

https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/

school-admission

• Greenwich
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200286/
apply_for_a_school_place

• Bexley
https://www.bexley.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education

• Havering

https://www.havering.gov.uk/admissions

• Barking and Dagenham
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/school-admissions

• Redbridge
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/schools/school-admissions/

• Newham
https://www.newham.gov.uk/schools-education

• Waltham Forest
https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/schools-education-and-
learning

• Haringey
https://www.haringey.gov.uk/children-and-families/schools-
and-education/school-admissions

• Enfield

https://www.enfield.gov.uk/services/children-and-education/

school-admissions-and-information/admissions-applications

• Barnet
https://www.barnet.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-
admissions

• Harrow
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/schools-learning

• Hillingdon
https://hillingdon.gov.uk/schooladmissions
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State Schools' Waiting lists

If you are not happy with the place you have 

been offered, you can join the waiting list for 

any school that ranked above the one you 

have been offered a place for,

How do state school waiting lists work?

If a space becomes available at one of your 

preferred state schools that you 

unsuccessfully applied for, and your child’s 

name is top of the waiting list, that place will 

be offered to your child first.

In some areas this is a rolling process, 

meaning you may be given a place at any 

time. In others, there are set ‘runs’ that occur 

on specific dates, when all the children who’ve 

reached the top of a waiting list will be 

informed that they’ve got a place.

When do waiting lists end?

School waiting lists typically remain open until 

31 August – after which your child will no 

longer be in the running for spaces that 

become available. But some Boroughs only 

run waiting lists for one term.

offer will be withdrawn automatically.

Waiting lists
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 Appealing a decision

If you are unhappy with the school place you 

have been offered, it is possible to appeal, 

however the chances to get the appeal 

accepted are usually quite slim.

If a place at your preferred London school  

has been refused because the class is already 

at the legal maximum number of infant pupils 

(30), then the chances are extremely slim. The 

reasons that can be invoked in that case 

revolve around the application of the 

admission criteria, or that the refusal to 

allocate a place was unreasonable (fairly 

vague, you will need to expand on that).

If a place at your preferred London school 

has been refused for another reason than the 

number of pupils on the class, then you can 

invoke more grounds to appeal. Equally the 

school would have to prove that the 

admission of the child would cause a 

prejudice to the school, directly or indirectly, 

and you would have to prove that the 

prejudice to your child of not being admitted 

at the school is larger than the one to the 

school.

Appeals
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Special Education Needs 
Background Information



Special 
Education

Needs
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In the United Kingdom, a SEND child is a child with 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities.

Type of Special Educational Needs can include:

• General Learning Difficulties – children whose

learning progresses at a slower pace

• Speech and Language Difficulties

• Social, Emotional and Behavioural Difficulties

• Dyslexia (difficulties with reading, writing and

spelling)

• Dyspraxia (problems with motor skills,

organisation)

• Autism

• ADD (Attention Deficit Disorder -ADHD

(Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder)

• Downs Syndrome

• Cerebral Palsy

• Other Physical or Medical Needs

So, what are your options in London to find the right 

school for your child?

If your son or daughter manages to be granted a 

Statement of Special Needs once in the U.K, he or 

she would be given some help by a ‘learning 

support assistant’ working under the direction of a 

specialist teacher.

If the support that your child needs requires more 
resource than those available in a school, it is 
possible that the SEN additional support may not 
be sufficient and you and/or the school may feel 
that you need to ask the local authority to assess 
your child’s special educational needs via an 
Education, Health & Care (EHC) needs assessment.

This assessment will be managed via your borough 
or local authority of residence.

Thanks to this assessment, your child could be 
offered a place in one of the state-funded Special 
Education Needs Schools of London.

You will find information about the SEN status and 
how it works on this link:https://www.gov.uk/
children-with-special-educational-needs/
overview

Independent schools system

If your education budget is comfortable to allow 
this option, you may want to choose a private 
education for your child.

In the private system, you would then have two 
choices:

– If your child does not have a severe SEN, you 
could then have to look for an Independent 
Mainstream Schools with Specialist Provision. As the 
term suggests, these are private schools that offer 
SEN support for a limited number of students, 
usually via individual tutoring.

In London, there are around 40 private schools of 
this kind and they will address only relatively few 
learning problems.

– If you child needs more support, Special 
Education Need private schools would be the best 
option.

Exclusively for the SEN pupils, they differ quite 
substantially from the other types of schools and 
offer the following characteristics:

They are small schools, with total enrolments usually 
numbering from 40 to 180 children

The classes are between 5-8 pupils

They will have highly experienced teachers with 
specialist qualifications such as on-site speech and 
language and other therapists.

The fees per term for an Independent Special 
School are around 8.500 £.

To go further, you will find plenty of information in 
the Gabbitas Guide to Schools for Special Needs.
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Special 
Education 

Needs
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How does it work?

When your child’s school identifies that they may 

have special educational needs, the class teacher, 

with the help from the Special Educational Needs 

Coordinator (SENCO), should provide additional 

support. 

However, the amount of support a school can 

provide ‘in-house’ is limited to the amount of 

funding that is made available to them for each 

child. Generally speaking, it can be seen as a ‘one 

size fits all’ approach.

If the support that your child needs requires more 

resource than those available in a school, it is 

possible that the SEN additional support may not 

be sufficient and you and / or the school may feel 

that you need to ask the local authority to assess 

your child’s special educational needs via an 

Education, Health & Care (EHC) needs assessment.

This assessment will be managed via your borough 

or local authority of residence.

Thanks to this assessment, your child could be 

offered a place in one of the state-funded Special 

Education Needs Schools of London.
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Useful resources 



 Useful 
resources
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You might find these websites useful:

UK government website

https://www.gov.uk/types-of-school

Ofsted reports:

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-

reports/find-inspection-report

London school atlas:

https://maps.london.gov.uk/schools/

Rightmove school checker

https://www.rightmove.co.uk/

schools.html

Performance tables

https://www.compare-school-

performance.service.gov.uk/

Ofsted Parent View:

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
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FAQ 



Is the application process different for faith schools?

Faith schools still have to follow the national curriculum, 
but their admissions criteria may differ to non-religious 
state schools. The official UK government website 
page has more information available on this topic: 
https://www.gov.uk/types-of-school/faith-schools

Do state schools require entrance exams?

State schools do not require an entrance exam, except 
Grammar Schools which are the only selective state 
schools. However there are very few of them in London, 
and they are heavily oversubscribed,

Do state schools require previous schools records?

State schools do not require any schools records, they 
are not selective and will take children purely based on 
their age, and the admissions criteria.

Do we have to apply to schools in our Borough, or can 
we apply to schools in other Boroughs?

It is possible to apply for state schools in other London 
Boroughs. Contact your local council to enquire. Some 
Boroughs will centralise applications, including those 
for other Boroughs, others will want you to make a 
direct application with the other Borough.

Is there a minimum residency time required in a 
Borough to be eligible for admission?

Whilst there isn't a minimum residence time, local 
authorities have become aware of the popularity in 
recent years of renting only temporarily in catchment 
areas, and have implemented a ‘school catchment 
police’ system, which  investigates parents who have 
recently moved into an area to ensure they are 
genuine local residents.

Is there any way to know if our preferred school has an 
available seat for my child in advance?

You can contact your local council, or the school itself, 
find which schools have places available. However 
they might not be able or willing to give that 
information.

 FAQ
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Glossary



Academy

Boarding Schools

Catchment Area

Co-Education

Common Entrance
      (11+ and 13+)

Community School

Faith School

Glossary

Academies are independent, state-funded schools, which receive their funding 
directly from central government, rather than through a local authority. Although the 
day-to-day running of the school remains with the head teacher or principal, they are 
overseen by individual charitable bodies, called academy trusts, that provide advice, 
support and expertise. Some have sponsors such as businesses, other schools or 
universities and these sponsors are responsible for improving performance. Academies 
have more freedom than other state schools over their finances and curriculum, and 
do not need to follow national pay and conditions for teachers and can set their own 
term times. Academies are usually secondary but may also be primary schools. 
Download a list of academy schools here.

Boarding schools are residential schools where some or all pupils live 
during school terms.  Generally educational standards are considered to be high and 
facilities are usually very good. Boarding schools may be single sex or mixed (co-
educational) and some offer a mixture of day and boarding places. Some offer weekly 
boarding, with pupils returning home at weekends; others offer full boarding. 
These schools may be Independent (Private) or State Schools. In both cases, you 
pay for accommodation but for independent schools tuition is also charged. 
Some boarding schools accept children as young as 4 or 5 and some are for sixth 
formers (16+ years) only but the majority are from pupils aged 11 or 13 years upwards.

The surrounding area served by a school.

Pupils of both sexes are educated together.

Exam for children who would like to get  a place in a Grammar School or a secondary 
independant school. The 11 + is a competitive exam. The 13+ requests to secure a pass 
mark.

Community schools are state secondary schools. They are controlled by the 
local council and are not influenced by business or religious groups.

Faith schools can be different kinds of school, e.g. voluntary aided, free, academies, 
and are associated with a particular religion. They are usually run in the same way as 
other state school and follow the except for religious studies where the only teach 
their own religion. Admission criteria vary but you generally need to be of the 
specified religion.
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Foundation 
      School

Free Schools

Grammar School

Home Education

Independent 
School

International
Baccalaureate

Glossary

A foundation school is a state-funded school in which the governing body has greater 
freedom in the running of the school than in community schools. bThey are funded by 
central government via the local education authority and do not charge fees. The 
government meets all capital and running costs. The governing body employs the staff 
and has responsibility for admissions and pupils follow the national curriculum. Some 
foundation schools, also called trust schools, have a foundation or trust that owns 
the land and buildings. Otherwise the land and buildings are owned by the governing 
body. The foundation usually appoints about a quarter of the school governors but in 
some cases it appoints the majority of governors.

Free schools are funded by the government but are not run by the local council. This 
means that they have more control over how they do things and the y do not have to 
follow the national curriculum. 

Free school are run on a not-for-profit basis and can be set up by groups such as 
charities, universities, independent schools, community and faith groups, teachers, 
parents or businesses.

Grammar schools are (generally) state schools which select their pupils on the basis 
of academic ability. Pupils in their final year of primary school sit an exam known 
as the 11-plus which determines whether or not they gain a place. The majority of 
grammar schools are outside London. Some, such as the Royal Grammar School in 
High Wycombe, offer a limited number of boarding places. 

Teaching a child at home, full time or part time.

It can be a little confusing but the British use the terms independent school, private 
school and public school to mean the exact same thing – schools that charge fees and 
instead of being funded by the government. Such schools may be day or boarding, 
single sex or mixed and can be for pupils of all ages, from 4 or 5 years old upwards. 
Private schools do not have to follow the national curriculum but they do have to be 
registered with the government and inspected regularly. Reports are by Ofsted or the 
Independent Schools Inspectorate, as well as others including The Bridge Schools 
Inspectorate, the Christian Schools’ Trust, the Schools Inspection Service and the 
Association of Muslim Schools.

The IB program develops the intellectual, personal, emotional and social skills 
preparing students aged 3-19 to the International Baccalaureate diploma.
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International 
Baccalaureate  

     Diploma

In-year Admissions

Key Stages

Kindergarten

London Boroughs

Nursery /
      Day Nursery

 Pre-School / 
Nursery

Primary School/ 
KS1 & 2

Private School

Glossary

The International Baccalaureate, or IB, is a challenging and well-rounded programme 
of education for 16-19-year-old students.

If you are applying to a State School in any year other than Reception or to Reception 
after the closing date for applications, you must contact your local council 
about making an in-year admission.

See Primary School and Secondary School.

This is an alternative term for nursery school or pre-school, an establishment where 
children below the age of compulsory education play and learn.

These are the 32 principal subdivisions of the administrative area of Greater London 
(the 33rd is the City of London) and are each governed by a London borough council.

Also known as kindergarten and day nursery. They are for pupils from as young as 6 
weeks up to primary school age (4 or 5 years old). There is some free provision and a 
wide choice of fee-paying options. Nursery and kindergarten are non-compulsory.

State pre-school or nursery school is non-compulsory and is generally available to 
children who are aged 3 years old by 31st August before the term they start.  Places 
may also be available younger depending on the nursery.

In general children start Primary School when they are four years old. In England, children 
have to be in Primary School by the time of their 5th birthday. This usually means that 
your child will start school in the September after his or her 4th birthday. However, if 
your child is born in the summer you could keep him or her at home and have them 
join school in the January following their 4th birthday. This will depend on the school’s 
admissions rules. Primary School is also referred to as Key Stage 1 (Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 2 – ages 4/5 to 7) and Key Stage 2 (Years 3 to 6 – ages 8 to 11).

See Independent School
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Public School

Reception Class

Secondary      
     School/KS3-5

Selective Schools

State / State    
      Funded Schools

Trust Schools

Voluntary     
     Aided School

Voluntary 
Controlled 

School

Glossary

See Independent School

The first year of primary school is known as Reception. This is followed by Year 1 
through to Year 6.

In the state education system, children generally progress to secondary school at 12 
years old. Secondary School covers Key Stages 3 (Years 7 to 9, ages 12 to 14), Key 
Stage 4 (Years 10 to 11, ages 15 and 16) and Key Stage 5 (Years 12 to 13, ages 17 and 
18).

These schools accept pupils based on their performance in an entrance exam, with 
only the best performing pupils gaining places. Academically Selective Schools may 
be State Grammar Schools or Independent Schools. Partially Selective Schools that 
take a proportion of pupils based on academic performance also exist.

State-funded schools in England provide education to pupils between the ages of 3 and 
18 without charge. Over 90% of English schoolchildren attend State Schools. These include 
academy schools, community schools, foundation schools, voluntary aided schools and 
voluntary controlled schools; a small number are state boarding schools. A minority are 
faith schools, which are attached to religious groups, most often the Church of England 
or the Roman Catholic Church. State Schools are funded through national and local 
taxation.

See Foundation Schools

Voluntary aided schools are state-funded schools (receiving all of their running costs 
from central government via the local authority) in which a foundation or trust 
(usually a religious organisation), contributes to building costs and has a substantial 
influence in the running of the school.  The national curriculum is followed. They do 
not charge fees but you may be asked to make a voluntary donation to the 
maintenance fund. These schools have more autonomy than voluntary controlled 
schools, which are entirely funded by the state. In most cases the foundation or 
trust own the buildings.

In these schools a foundation or trust (usually a Christian denomination) has 
some formal influence in the running of the school. The local authority employs the 
school's staff and has primary responsibility for the school's admission 
arrangements. VC schools are funded by central government via the local 
authority, and do not charge fees to students. The national curriculum is followed.
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simplylondonrelocation.com

C O N T A C T  U S

+44 775 234 3787
sylvie@simplylondonrelocation.com

BOOK A CALL 
WITH SIMPLY LONDON

Our London-based 
team can help you 

devise the best 
School Strategy in 

order to identify 
and apply for the 
most appropriate 

school(s).

We share our 
experience and 

knowledge of 
London schools 

with you.

We answer all your 
questions, look for 
schools suited to 
your needs, and 

assist you with the 
school registration 

procedures.

We can also 
organise 

appointments 
and accompany you 

for schools visits.

For your State School Search in London,
the Simply London experts are here to help you

ANY COMMENTS, SUGGESTIONS 
OR FEEDBACK ON THIS GUIDE? 

SEND US A MESSAGE HERE

www.simplylondonrelocation.com
https://www.facebook.com/simplylondonrelo/
https://twitter.com/simplylondonrel
https://www.linkedin.com/company/simply-london/?originalSubdomain=fr
https://calendly.com/simplylondon/30-minute-phone-consultation
https://simplylondonrelocation.com/about-us/your-feedback/
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